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PRELUDE 
Please stand as you are able. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Prepare ye, the way of the Lord! 
Prepare ye, the way of the Lord!   (sung several times) 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
All four candles are lit. 
P	 At every beginning there is a yearning for the one who is coming. 
	 O Emmanuel,  
C	 Surprise us by your coming. 
P	 We gather together to let God’s good news reorient our lives. 
	 O Emmanuel,  
C	 Surprise us by your coming. 
P	 We wait for the day when all the world will see the sign that God is with us. 
	 O Emmanuel,  
	 Surprise us by your coming. 
P	 We are shocked by how God comes close, even at this very moment.             
	 O Emmanuel,  
C	 Surprise us by your coming. 
P	 Jesus, we welcome your presence now with the lighting of these candles, whose flames bring warmth to 
winter and fill this place with the glow of hope. 
C	 Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  ELW 257 (vs. 7 & 8) 

PASTORAL WELCOME 
Faith’s Mission is to openly share the saving grace of Jesus’ love. 

GREETING 
P	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C	 And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P	 Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin  
	 that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the  
	 Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C	 Amen	 	  
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Please be seated. 
THE STORY OF JESUS’ BIRTH – Sunday School Christmas Program 

READER 1: The Annunciation:  Luke 1:26-33 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged 
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and 
said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be 
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ 

Lo, How a Rose ELW 272 (verses 1 & 2) 
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!  Of Jesse’s lineage coming as seers of old have 
sung, it came, a flow’r so bright, amid the cold of winter, when half-spent was the night. 

Isaiah had foretold it, the rose I have in mind; with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. To show God’s 
love aright, she bore to us a Savior, when half-spent was the night. 

READER 2: The Birth of Jesus:  Luke 2:1-7 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the 
first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

Away in a Manger ELW 277 
1	 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the 
bright sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

2	 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.  I love you, Lord 
Jesus; look down from the sky and stay by my cradle till morning is night. 

3	 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay close by me forever and love me, I pray.  Bless all the dear 
children in your tender care and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

READER 3: The Visit of the Angels:  Luke 2:8-14 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel 
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 
angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,  
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’ 
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Hark, the Herald Angels Sing ELW 270 (verse 1) 
1	 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
	 "Glory to the newborn king; 
	 peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
	 God and sinners reconciled." 
	 Joyful, all you nations, rise; 
	 join the triumph of the skies; 
	 with angelic hosts proclaim, 
	 "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
Refrain 
	 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
	 "Glory to the newborn king!" 

READER 1: The Adoration of the Shepherds:  Luke 2:15-20 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Angels We Have Heard on High ELW 289 (verse 1) 
1	 Angels we have heard on high, 
	 sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
	 and the mountains in reply, 
	 echoing their joyous strains. 
Refrain 
	 Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
	 gloria in excelsis Deo. 

READER 2: The Visit of the Magi:  Matthew 2:1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 
rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 
with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 

READER 3: Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they 
set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
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treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not 
to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

We Three Kings With One Voice 646. (verses 1 & 5) 

1	 We three kings of Orient are; 
	 bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
	 field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
	 following yonder star. 
Refrain 
	 Oh, star of wonder, star of night, 
	 star with royal beauty bright; 
	 westward leading, still proceeding, 
	 guide us to thy perfect light! 

5	 Glorious now behold him arise, 
	 King and God and Sacrifice; 
	 heav’n sings alleluia: 
	 alleluia the earth replies.  Refrain 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR – The Snow Lay on the Ground/Venite Adoremus  arr. By Travis Bloom 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

You may be seated. 
FAITH MISSION MOMENT & GOD SIGHTINGS	  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long for God’s presence.       
A brief silence.
God our uniter, we pray for the unity of the church… Lord, in your mercy, 	 receive our prayer. 
God our creator, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us…Lord, in your mercy,	 receive our prayer. 
God our sovereign, we pray for the nations…Lord, in your mercy, 	 receive our prayer. 
God our beacon, we pray for your comfort and healing… (especially). Lord, in your mercy,	 receive our prayer. 
God our guide, we pray for our community… Lord, in your mercy, 	 receive our prayer. 
God our life, we praise you for your faithfulness… Lord, in your mercy, 	 receive our prayer. 
Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ.  	  
	 Amen. 
PEACE 
P	 The peace of the Lord be with you all.   
C	 And also with you.	  

OFFERING  

OFFERING SONG  Joy to the World  ELW 267 

please stand as you are able 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you draw near to feed us.  We praise 
you for these gifts of bread and wine.  Strengthen us with this food that we may live in expectation for the 
advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
P	 The Lord be with you. 	 C	 And also with you. 
P	  Lift up your hearts.  	 C	 We lift them up to the Lord. 
P	  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  	 C	 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.    Amen

You may be seated.
HOLY COMMUNION

LAMB OF GOD        

Please stand as you are able.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation.  We thank you for coming  

among us, for leading us into peace.  We thank you for showering us with mercy, for sending us into the  
world.  Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed the hungry in your name. 

C Amen.

BLESSING	  
P	 God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, our hope for the journey, 
	 ☩ bless and keep you now and forever.             
C	 Amen. 

Sending Song:   Go Tell It On The Mountain    ELW 290	  
	  
DISMISSAL 
A	 Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.  
C	 Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE
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