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Welcome!
Faith’s Mission is to openly share the saving grace of Jesus’ love.

Gather Us In

1 Here in this place the new light is streaming,
now is the darkness vanished away;
see in this space our fears and our dreamings
brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken,
gather us in, the blind and the lame;
call to us now, and we shall awaken,
we shall arise at the sound of our name.

2 We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry,
we are the old who yearn for your face;
we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry,
called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty,
gather us in, the proud and the strong;
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly,
give us the courage to enter the song.

3 Here we will take the wine and the water,
here we will take the bread of new birth,
here you shall call your sons and your daughters,
call us anew to be salt for the earth.
Give us to drink the wine of compassion,
give us to eat the bread that is you;
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion
lives that are holy and hearts that are true.
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4 Not in the dark of buildings confining,
not in some heaven, light years away—
here in this place the new light is shining,
now is the kingdom, and now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever,
gather us in and make us your own;
gather us in, all peoples together,
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission OneLicense  A-734178.

Confession
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our 
own way.  You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from 
the abundant life you offer.  You surround us with patience, kindness,
and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right.  In your mercy, 
forgive us.  Do not give up on us.  Heal us, break our bonds, and show us 
the path of life.
Amen.
You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are 
forgiven.  Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 



Opening Prayer   
Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach 
us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure 
what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
 2 Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

12 I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 13 applied my mind to seek 
and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy 
business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. 14 I saw all the 
deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after 
wind.
 2:18 I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must 
leave it to those who come after me 19 —and who knows whether they will be 
wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my 
wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20 So I turned and gave my heart up to 
despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21 because sometimes 
one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be 
enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great 
evil. 22 What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under 
the sun? 23 For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at 
night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.



Psalm 49:1-12. The psalm is read responsively.
 1 Hear this, | all you peoples; give ear, all you who dwell in the world,
 2 you of high degree and low, rich and poor together.
 3 My mouth shall speak of wisdom, and my heart shall meditate 
on understanding.
 4 I will incline my ear to a proverb and set forth my riddle upon the harp. 
 5 Why should I be afraid in evil days, when the wickedness of those at my heels 
surrounds me,
 6 the wickedness of those who put their trust in their own prowess, and 
boast of their great riches?
 7 One can never redeem another, or give to God the ransom for another’s life;
 8 for the ransom of a life is so great that there would never be enough to 
pay it,
 9 in order to live forever and ever and never see the grave.
 10 For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stupid they perish
  and leave their wealth to those who come after them.
 11 Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from 
generation to generation, though they had named lands after themselves.
 12 Even though honored, they cannot live forever; they are like the beasts 
that perish.
 
Colossians 3:1-11
1 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are 
above, not on things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be 
revealed with him in glory.
  5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, 
passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6 On account of these the wrath 
of God is coming on those who are disobedient. 7 These are the ways you also 
once followed, when you were living that life. 8 But now you must get rid of all 
such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your 
mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self 
with its practices 10 and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11 In that renewal 
there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!



The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

Luke 12:13-21
The holy gospel according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord.

13 Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
family inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a 
judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your 
guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance 
of possessions.” 16 Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man 
produced abundantly. 17 And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have 
no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my 
barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my 
goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many 
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very 
night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?’ 21 So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves 
but are not rich toward God.”

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon





Prayers   
Giving thanks to God, we lift up the concerns of the community.  sing as response:

Lord, listen to your children praying
Lord send your spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying 
Send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.  

Peace

Offering  

Offering Prayer
Generous God, all good gifts come from your gracious hand. 
We offer you this bread, wine, and money, the harvest of our time 
and labor. Make us wise stewards of all your gifts,
 that your name may be exalted in all the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  It is right to give our thanks and 
praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Gathered into one, let us pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen
 
All are welcome to the Lord’s Table.  
 
Blessing and Prayer



Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart and nourished us at 
your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ.  Now send us forth 
to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Live in love, as Christ loved us.  
Thanks be to God! 


