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PRELUDE 

Please stand as you are able. 
CALL TO WORSHIP:        Every Move I Make     by David Ruis 
Ev’ry move I make I make in you; You make me move, Jesus.  Ev’ry breath I take, I breathe in You.   
Ev’ry step I take, I take in You; You are my way, Jesus.  Ev’ry breath I take, I breathe in You. 
 
Waves of mercy, waves of grace, ev’rywhere I look, I see your face.  Your love has captured me.  Oh, my 
God, this love, how can it be? How can it be?  (sing twice) 

You may be seated. 
PASTORAL WELCOME 

Faith’s Mission is to openly share the saving grace of Jesus’ love. 

BLESSING OF TEACHERS                       
P	 I now ask you, people of Faith Lutheran Church and School: Will you today renew your commitment to  
	 our youngest brothers and sisters, our children and youth who look to you for guidance, support, and  
	 examples of righteous living? 
C	 We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 
P	 People of  Faith Lutheran Church and School: Will you claim these gifted people as those called by God  
	 to help carry out our congregation’s ministry to children, youth, and families? Will you support them and  
	 enthusiastically celebrate the work they do? 
C	 We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 
P	 Will you pray for these leaders and the young people they serve, celebrating our children and youth as the  
	 ones Jesus blessed and welcomed? 
C	 We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 
P	 Let us pray. Gracious God, for Jesus’ sake, empower these ministers to care for the young ones in our  
	 family of faith. Help them to teach faithfully, lead patiently, and guide confidently. Stir up in these  
	 servants the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and  
	 might, the spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
C	 Amen. 
 
People in the assembly may raise their hands in blessing as the presiding minister continues. 
P	 Almighty God, who has given you the gifts and the will to do these things, graciously give you the  
	 strength and compassion to perform them. 
C	 Amen. 
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P	 On behalf of  Faith Lutheran Church and School , we now commission you for ministry, grateful for your  
	 gifts and your willingness to serve. 
  
BLESSING OF BACKPACKS AND STUDENTS                         
P	 For the marvels of your creation, 
C	 we praise you, O God. 
P	 For the opportunity to explore and study, 
C	 we praise you, O God. 
P	 For those who guide us, teachers and mentors, 
C	 we praise you, O God. 
P	 Teach us your ways and guide us in your path, 
	 for you are the creator of all that is seen and unseen. 
C	 Amen. 

GREETING 
P 	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C	 And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P	 O God, in whom we live and move and have our being, in Christ you created the worlds, and your Spirit  
	 breathes life into the universe. We praise you for your wondrous creation. Bless us and all your  
	 handiwork with your infinite light, and direct our lives to the care of this good earth, through your Son,  
	 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.                  
C	 Amen 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

FIRST LESSON:  GENESIS 2:4B-25       
A	 The First Lesson is from the 2nd chapter of Genesis. 

In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, when no plant of the field was yet in the 
earth and no vegetation of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the 
earth, and there was no one to till the ground, but a stream would rise from the earth and water the whole face of 
the ground—then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and the man became a living being.And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and 
there he put the man whom he had formed. Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree that is 
pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. 

A river flows out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it divides and becomes four branches.  The 
name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that flows around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold,  and 
the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the 
one that flows around the whole land of Cush. The name of the third river is Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. 
And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 1And the Lord God 
commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his 
partner.” So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air and 
brought them to the man to see what he would call them, and whatever the man called every living creature, that 
was its name. The man gave names to all cattle and to the birds of the air and to every animal of the field, but 



for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the 
man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God 
had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, 
 “This at last is bone of my bones 
  and flesh of my flesh; 
 this one shall be called Woman, 
  for out of Man this one was taken.” 
Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. And the 
man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.
 
A     The word of the Lord.        
C     Thanks be to God 

PSALM 148   read responsively. 
 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens;  praise God in the heights. 
	 Praise the Lord, all you angels;  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
Praise the Lord, sun and moon;  sing praise, all you shining stars. 
	 Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens. 
Let them praise the name of the Lord, who commanded, and they were created, 
	 who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not pass away. 
Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 
	 fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God's will; 
mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
	 wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 
sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world; 
	 young men and maidens, old and young together. 
Let them praise the name of the Lord, whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
	 The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, the children of  
	 Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah!  
         	 
SECOND LESSON:  Acts 17:22a, 24-28         
A	 The Second Lesson is from the 17th chapter of Acts.	 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “The God who made the world and everything in it, 
he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human 
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From 
one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the 
boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for 
him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our 
being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’

A	 The word of the Lord.                      
C	 Thanks be to God 

Please stand as you are able. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 



GOSPEL 
John 1:1-5       

P	 The Holy Gospel according to John. 
C	 Glory to you, O Lord.	  

	 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.  

P	 The Gospel of the Lord.                        
C	 Praise to you, O Christ. 

You may be seated 
SERMON    

Please stand as you are able. 
Hymn of the Day:  Earth And All Stars      ELW 731 

APOSTLES’ CREED	 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

You may be seated. 
FAITH MISSION MOMENT & GOD SIGHTINGS 



Please stand as you are able. 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world. 
A brief silence. 
O God of mystery, mercy, and might, for the church we pray…Hear us, O God,	 Your mercy is great. 
For the earth, we pray… Hear us, O God,	 Your mercy is great. 
For the nations, we pray… Hear us, O God	 Your mercy is great. 
For those in need, we pray… Hear us, O God,	 Your mercy is great. 
We praise you for… Hear us, O God,	 Your mercy is great. 
Into your hands, O God, our maker and keeper, we commend ourselves and your whole creation,  
trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  	 Amen. 

PEACE 
P	 The peace of the Lord be with you all.   
C	 And also with you. 

OFFERING  As The Grains Of Wheat   ELW 465	  

Please stand as you are able. 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.  All blessings are from you;  make 
us generous with what we have.  Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to 
our neighbors, today and always.       Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
P	 The Lord be with you.	 C	 And also with you. 
P	 Lift up your hearts.	 C	 We lift them up to the Lord. 
P	 Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.	 C	 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 



THE LORD'S PRAYER  
P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.    Amen

You may be seated.
HOLY COMMUNION

LAMB OF GOD 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P	 God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and  
	 strengthens us for the journey.  Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body  
	 in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C	 Amen. 

BLESSING	  
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.	 Amen. 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit.	 Amen. 
The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever.	 Amen. 

Sending Song:    All Creatures, Worship God Most High!    ELW 835, verses 1–4	  

DISMISSAL 
A	 Go in peace, serve the Lord.                     
C	 Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE


